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A bold new plan to teach and test the competencies that matter most
for the 21st Century—and to motivate the “net” generation to
excellence. Education expert Tony Wagner situates our education
problems in the larger context of the demands of the global
knowledge economy. With insights gained from interviews with
business leaders, reviews of new research and extensive classroom
observations in some of the suburban schools most of us consider to
be the best in the country, he analyzes school performance and
explains how today’s generation is differently motivated to excel in
school and the workplace. Finally, he offers a plan for improvement
outlining his Seven Survival Skills for success.

ADVANCE PRAISE FOR THE GLOBAL ACHIEVEMENT GAP:

This is a VERY important book for anyone who cares about
preparing young people for success in a rapidly changing global
society. Every school board member, administrator, teacher and

parent in the nation should read this book.”—Anne L. Bryant,
Executive Director, National School Boards Association

“In this persuasive book, Tony Wagner delineates what skills are needed in a globalized era, why
most American schools can’t nurture them, and how today’s schools could be transformed to
cultivate tomorrow’s skills.”—Howard Gardner, author of Five Minds for the Future

“Tony Wagner is not just talking about our schools here--he is talking about the future our
nation. The Global Achievement Gap cuts through the complexity and partisan posing so often
associated with this genre. It is a powerful call to action, and a roadmap of how to fundamentally
rethink the education of our children. If we ignore it, we do so at great peril.” —Keith R.
McFarland, Author of The Breakthrough Company: How Everyday Companies Become

Extraordinary Performers

Tony Wagner is Co-Director of the Change Leadership Group (CLG) at the Harvard Graduate
School of Education. He consults to schools, districts, and foundations and served as Senior
Advisor to the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. A former high school teacher and principal, he
Is the author of Change Leadership, Making the Grade, and How Schools Change. He lives in

Cambridge, Massachusetts.
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